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EPA Issues Final Rules for Correctlve
~ Action Management Units and Temporary

Units

EPA has revigsed the corrective actionvelated

roguiaﬂons under Subtitle C of the

 Rasouree Conservation and Recovery Act (RCAA). The revised regulations
address the difficulties assoclated with mansgement of remedlation wastes
" during corractive actions. EPA Is Introducing the concepis of Comsctive Action
. Management Units (CAMUs) and Temporary Units for rernediation wastes to
- provide facilites with a wider range of remedialion afternatives, while assuring
rsflable, protective, and cost-effective remedies. This ﬂexlblﬁry will help to
promote more expeditious clean-ups at many sites.

EPA's -COrrecﬂve Action Prograx"h

_ Subtitle C of the 1978 Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act (RCRA) created

- acomprehensive program for the safe man-
agement of hazardous wastes. In 1984,
Congress passed the Hazardous and Solid

. Waste Amendments (HSWA), which man-

dated even stricter standards for the
“regulation of hazardous wastes, One of the

. key provisions of HSWA was the: authority '
corrective ac- .~

provided to EPA to compel _
tion” for environmental problems that have
i resulted from historic waste management
practices at hazardous waste facilities,

.. ‘contamination problems..

action.

The actual cleanup of these facilities,
as with Superfund sites, often involves ex-
cavating and ~managing large volumes of
hazardous wastes, including contaminated
sofls, debris, sludges and other wastes.

- These cleanup wastes are subject to the

same set of RCRA regulations that applyto

_management of newly generated hazardous

wastes, However, EPA's experience with
impremenﬂng the corrective action program

_has shown that application of these uni-
it form, national standards has often been
" " counterproductive when applied to the’
. Since 1984 ‘corrective action has '_
.- become a major part of the RCRAprogram
. More than 800 facilities are now n the.

. 'process of investigating and cleaning up
o EPA cstimates-..

" that as many as 4,000 RCRA 1 facilities may'..
'~ eventually heed some type of corrective -

cleanup of individual sites. In many cases,
the application of these standards, such as

the RCRAland disposal restrictions (LDRs),
has forced EPA to select remedies that are

envtronmenta]ly léss effective and reliable,
and in some cases more expensive, than
alternative remedies that could otherwise
havebeen available. For example, treatment
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standards requiring incineration often
preclude the use of other effective treatment

-2-

technologtes that could be used in achi_ev- .

ing a protectlvc cleanup for a site.

Actlon Belng Taken

" Inorder to address these problems,
EPA has finalized regulations that provide
~ for the use of carrecttve action management

units (CAMUs) when cleaning up sites

under RCRA and Superfund. Use of the

CAMU concept under these regulations

will ensure cleanups that are fully protec-

tive, yet better taflored to actual site

- conditions. Under the rule, appropriate
treatment requirements will be determined
as part of the overall cleanup plan for a
particular site. Thisis expected toresultin
more expeditious cleanups, and ‘will pro-

mote the use of new, innovative treatment:

technologies. The use of CAMUs should
decrease the volumes of cleanup wastes
that must be incinerated, and increase the

use of alternative treatment technologles
that are appropriate for actual site and

waste characteristics. A
expects the new rule to resultin less waste
being hauled off-site, and overall, mare

 In addition, EPA.

~ treatment of g;reater volumes of cleanup

_wastea
Under the rule. remediation wastes

. thata are nanaged within areas designated
- by EPAwill not automatically be subjectto .

the treatment and disposal standards for
_‘newly generated wastes. This will allow

" more flexibility to tatlor standards for those -

- wastes. The rule also specifies, however,

~ _certain restrictions and criteria to ensure

“that CAMUs are uged only when they will
* promote more reliable, protecﬂve and cost-
effective remedies.

~ Based on the Regulatory Impact
' Ana]yais coriducted for this rule, the use of

Glogsary and Acronyms

Corrective Action Management Unit (CAMU)
An arca within a facility that i3 designated for
the management of remediation wastes
generated during the implementation of spectfie
corrective action requirements. CAMUs can
anly be designated by the EPA Reglonal
Administrator. .

Temporary Unit (TOx Temporary tanks and/ or
container storage arca used solely for treatment
or starage of hazardous remediation wastes '
during specific remediation activities. Desig-

‘| nated by the Regional Admtnistrator, such. units

must conform to specific standards; ::d may
on]ybemopcrauonforapre-spcdﬁedpcrxodcf
tme.

Remad_mu'on' Wastes: All soHd and hazardous
wastes, and all media (including ground water,
surface waier, salls and sediments) and debris
that contain Bsted hazardous wastes, or which
themselves exhihit a characteristic, that are
managed for the purpose of implcmcnting
corrective action requirements.

Land Disposal Restrictions: A series of

regulations restricting the land disposal

(placement in or on land) of hazardous wastes

1 as mandated by the 1984 HSWA amendments.
| 1n 83tw: 1m place.

RCRA: The Resource Conscwatlan and Recovery
Act, enacted in 1876,

HSWA: The Hazardous and Solid Waste
Amendments, enacted in 1984,

by AP
known as "Superfund", Enacted in 1980

| 8WRIO: Sclid Waste Management Unit

TSDF: Treatment Storage and Disposal Faciltty.

RFA: RCRA Facility Asgessment
MTRs: Minimum Technology Requirements
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the CAMU conceptis also expected toresult
in billions of dollars of cost. sav.mgs for
industry and Federal agencies..-

In addition to the CAMU prowstons.
the final rule also will allow regulatory

agencies to approve “temporary units” for -

remedial purposes. This provision will al-
low regulatory agencies to modify design
- standards for tanks and container storage
" units that are used for short-term treat-
ment ormanagement of remediation wastes.

Example 1
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State Applicabllity

This rulewﬂl take effect shortly after
publication in States where EPA is imple-
‘menting the RCRA corrective action
program. Inother States, the rules willnot
take effect.until they are adopted by the
State legislatures. Since the rule is con-
sidered “less stringent," adopting the CAMU
rules will not be mandatory. However, -
EPA strongly encourages States to adopt
these regulations.

Before Remedial Activitles

‘meremedtalgoa.latmtsfacauytsto 1) treat and
contain contaminated surface sofl from the stte, and
(2 to stabllize and contain sludge wastes from the
leaking sludge lagoon. In this case, the two waste

| ‘streams have very different characteristics and re-

quire d{fferent treatment processes. Inaddition, they
will mquredgﬂ'mmmmcmﬁabmwntmﬂwds

After Deslgnating CAMUs
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[A) Toallbiv for these dfiering Laste chardetertstics

and to mintmtze further contamination, the regula-

" tory qffictals have designated two separate CAMUs

to deal with the two remediation waste streamns.

{B) Remediation wastes from the contaminated sur-
Jace soll of the facllity will be treated in treatment

“unit #1 and remediation wastes from the lagoor will
.| : be treated tn unit #2. Both units may be temporary
'unl&auﬂzamdspecyiealh/ﬁrﬂwmnedmtim _

process,

(C)TreatnzntresidualscanbeplaoedmeachmMU
‘without triggering the Land Disposal Restrictions,
Each CAMU must be protective of hurnan health and

‘the environment. For the sludge lagoon fnow CAMU

#2), this may mean retrofitting the untt, even though
it would nof nécessarily need to meet minimum
technology requirernents.




Example 2

Betore Remaxilal Activities

The remedial goal at this facility is to treat the wastes
‘tn each ¢f the solid waste management units and

" consolidate the wastes from the SWMUs in the flood

plain lo more protective location

The Resolution Using CAMUs

{A) The Reglonal Administrator or State Director des-
gnates SWMU #4 as a CAMU. (B) The Remediation
wastes from the four SWMUs are then removed and
treated in an or-site temporary treatment unit. (Q)

SWMU #4 (s retrofitted with a ltner. (D) The treatment

residuals can be placed tn the CAMU without meeting
the Land Disposal Restrictions. Specific treatment
- standards and other design, operation, closure, and
post-closure requirements for the CAMU would be

: specmedammgbot}wmm&wCAMUmgu

For Mors Information

For additional information or to order a copy of the Federal Register notice, contact the
RCRA Hotline, Monday-Friday, 8:30a.m. to 7:30 p.m. EST. The natfonal, toll-free number
s (800) 424-9348; TDD (800) 553-7672 (hearing impaired); intthashington D.C.metro
area, the number is [703) 820-9810, or TDD (703] 412-3323.

The general public may also obtain copies of documents applicable to this rulemaking

by writing to the:
- RCRA Information Center (RIC),
- U.S. Envtrorimental Protection Agency
401 "M” Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20460.





